SUMMARY The case of a 45-year-old woman is described who developed transverse myelitis over a one-year period. Serological tests suggested a lupus-like illness. Antibodies to cardiolipin of the IgM class were detected in high titres in her serum. These may have played a part in the pathogenesis of her disease.
antibodies.' Cardiolipin is a phospholipid antigen used in standard tests for syphilis.2 Of particular interest are two disease entities in which transverse myelopathy is associated with a biological false positive test for syphilis. The first is 'lupoid sclerosis' described by Fulford et al.,3 in which six young women were described with transverse myelopathy, resembling multiple sclerosis, a biological false positive test for syphilis (BFP-STS), and a positive test for antinuclear antibody (ANA). The second is Jamaican neuropathy, a common neurological disorder in Jamaica and the Caribbean, features of which include transverse myelopathy, posterior column deficits, and a false positive test for syphilis. 4 The pathogenesis of these disorders is unknown, but it has been suggested that they may be autoimmune. 
